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 Greetings Sisters and Misters: 
 

Can you believe another month has flown by?! It’s already June 
and I still haven’t resolved my adult coloring issue. This life of 
mine is trying I tell you. 
 

A lot seemed to be going on for many in the month of May. With 
the school year closing up, there was a lot of huh-bub for our 
teachers and librarians. I’m sure everyone is ready to dip into 
summer with a butt-load of writing and reading. There is nothing 
better than relaxing with a good book during the summer 
months…and the fall months…and the spring months…and 
well…us Clevelanders, we ALL know how we feel about the winter 
months. 
 

How many of you have set writing goals for yourself? Did you do 
it at the beginning of the year? Or have you started a goal just 
recently now that a potential schedule has changed due to work 
or other obligations? Yours truly has set a deadline to complete 
the first draft of my mystery novel by October 1. And 
immediately after, I thought it might be a good idea to have a 
look at my paranormal romance mystery draft that was left in 
the shadowy abyss I call my office. Two words…adult coloring.  
 

Moving on, a bit of exciting news for us book-ish people…Books-
A-Million has claimed a home in Strongsville’s Westfield Mall! I 
was pleasantly surprised to find a bookstore in a mall again and 
immediately questioned the man at the counter about how long 
they’d been there and why hadn’t they informed me personally. 
(I kid, I kid). Anyhow, they’ve been there for about three 
months and it was a shining ray of hope for me. Paper book 
sales are picking back up and I couldn’t be happier. More 
importantly, book sales are picking back up in general!  
 

Before I go on a tangent about how I like to sniff paperback 
books on the weekends, I wanted to mention that meeting 
information has been updated in the newsletter. Make sure that 
you check those pages out! We have a lot of exciting stuff 
coming up and you’re not going to want miss these meetings!  
 

Also, we finally have an “Author Spotlight” segment and I really 
have to thank Sam Thomas for answering my random questions 
so last minute! Between reviewing his website and reading all 
the informative material to reading his answers to my 
questions…well I definitely have to pick myself up a copy of his 
book. And Sam…I will be expecting you to sign it!  
 

And last, but certainly not least, Casey Daniels has provided us 
with a very interesting article on one of her recent adventures. I 
think you’re really going to enjoy it. So, what are you waiting 
for? I’ll stop blabbing, and you go read the newsletter!  
 

 

Until next time…Happy Writing!  
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That’s often the call when there’s a 

missing person in mystery fiction – or 
real life. You’ll have a chance to meet a 
handler and cadaver dog from the SRT 

K9 Unit at this month’s meeting. 
 The SRT K9 Unit is a non-profit 

organization made up of handler and 
dog teams working in Ohio. The 

canine teams are certified in human 
remains detection, tracking, and 
trailing to provide resources that 

complement federal, state, and local 
authorities in finding missing persons 

and/or their remains. 
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Bring In The Dogs! 

Come find us 

in Meeting 

Room 1!!! 



What Mystery Writers Need to Know about 

the Courtroom 
 

 
                                       Want to get it right when you’re writing courtroom scenes?  
 Do you really know who’s who in the courtroom and what they do?  
                    Join us at our meeting when our speaker will be  retired Lake County Magistrate 
                  Janice Sindelar  Evans.  
  
A graduate of Cleveland Marshall College of Law, Evans was in private practice until being 
appointed as a Hearing Officer in the Lake County Court of Common Pleas, Division of 
Domestic Relations, where she served as a Magistrate until her retirement in 2009. As a Trial 
Magistrate, she heard contested and uncontested divorces, dissolutions, petitions for Civil 
Protection Orders and other legal proceedings. She has served as a mediator conducting 
family law mediations and as an arbitrator in civil disputes and was twice elected to the 
Geauga County Board of Education. 
  
A fan of history and biography, Evans is also an avid reader of mystery and suspense. More 
about that at the meeting. 
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Tuesday, July 14 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg 
Public Library 



Saturday, September 12 
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December 15 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

October 13 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

•One-day writing retreat – Additional details to follow 

•FBI Evidence Response  

November 10 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

August 3 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

September 22 – 7:00 p.m. at Twinsburg Public Library 

2015 Meeting Schedule 

When is that meeting? 
Flexible scheduling in progress 

 
Please note that specific dates, times and locations for future meetings  
are tentative until confirmed closer to the date.  
 
We've moved to a scheduling system based on availability of space, speakers and 
demonstrations, such as this month's cadaver dog presentation. Our intent is to have a 
meeting each month, generally around the second week of the month, though the date, time 
and location may vary. We hope the flexible scheduling will give us more options for 
interesting and helpful presentations and enable more members to take advantage of these 
opportunities and resources.  
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Looking to add a little history to your latest work in progress? A little atmosphere? 
A whole lot of creepy? You might be able to find your inspiration just a little over an hour 
southwest of Cleveland at the Ohio State Reformatory in Mansfield. 
 
The Mansfield Reformatory, as it’s popularly called, first opened its doors in 1886 and over 
the years, housed more than 150,000 criminals in its walls. The prison closed in 1990, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s empty! Thrill seekers, history buffs and ghost hunters tour the 250,000 
square foot building every day (except holidays) from April 1 through September 1 from 11 
in the morning until 4 in the afternoon. 
 
My family and I visited on Mother’s Day (do they know me well, or what?) and here are 
some of the things I learned: There is no place quite as creepy as an empty prison. The paint 
is peeling from the walls in strips like flesh from a victim of a whipping. (In fact, pregnant 
women and young children are discouraged from visiting because of the lead paint.) Bars 
and fences and metal steps are rusted. The concrete floors are chipped and cracked. 
 
Yes, it’s fabulous, and there are plenty of opportunities for photographs that will make your 
spine tingle even months after you’ve taken them. History is around every corner and the 
folks at the Ohio State Reformatory Historic Site are eager to share it.  
 
There are computers everywhere disguised as old-fashioned radios. Touch the screen and 
you’ll hear stories about prison breaks, famous prisoners, ghost sightings and more. 
Volunteers are knowledgeable and eager to help. On Sundays, you can sign up for a guided 
tour, or you can stop in any day and do a self-guided tour. That’s the option we chose and 
were more than pleased. For an extra $5, you can rent a "wand" (it looks like a big cell 
phone) and when you come to certain spots in the prison, you can dial in the number 
indicated and hear a recording about the spot. There’s pretty much nothing that’s off-limits 
on the self-guided tour. You are free to roam, to explore and to poke around.  
 
There have been a number of movies filmed at Mansfield, the most famous of which is "The 
Shawshank Redemption." There are plenty of Shawshank sites you can check out, including 
the warden’s quarters, the hole Andy dug in his cell wall, the pipe he crawled through to 
his freedom and the room where Brooks and Red, the paroled inmates, carved their names 
in the wall. Parts of "Air Force One" were also filmed there and there is still a gigantic 
painting of Joseph Stalin on one wall. 
 

Have you ever wondered about the reformatory in Mansfield Ohio? Too scared to go? Casey Daniels takes us 
along on her trip through the infamous Mansfield Reformatory!  
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Mansfield is said to be the most haunted place in Ohio. Did we see any ghosts? I can’t say 
we did, though I did have a chill-inducing experience in one of the shower rooms when 
something (or was it someone?) ruffled my hair. I learned later that one of the paranormal 
experiences in that room is being touched by unseen hands. 
 
Solitary is just about the most terrifying place 
you can imagine. The cells are tiny and at one 
time, prisoners were on an 8/8 schedule there. 
That is, they stood for eight hours, then were 
required to lay down on the bare concrete 
floor for eight hours. Then it was back to 
standing. And the time they spent in Solitary 
did not count toward their sentence. They 
were given two pieces of bread and water for 
breakfast, a cup of soup for lunch and one full 
meal every three days. At one time, the prison 
kitchen cooked as many as 9,000 meals every 
day. It boggles the mind! 
 
There was a library on the fourth floor right 
outside the cell block. There are still some 
tattered books around.  
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I don’t know the right architectural word, but the cell blocks (there is an East Block and a 
West Block) are free-standing. That is, there are five stories of steel cells. Cell after cell, 
stacked one on top of the other, with simply a walk-way outside the doors and bars on the 
side of the walkway. Beyond that is nothing but air, all the way down to the main floor. 
Hate heights? This might not be the place for you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Admission is more than reasonable ($9 for adults and guided  
tours are an additional $5) and you can sometimes get a deal  
on Groupon. We did, and bought six tickets for $20! Pack a  
lunch, there are picnic tables outside and you can come and  
go from the building as long as you remain on the grounds. 
 
There is a Haunted Prison Experience that comes to the prison 
each October and the prison also hosts overnight public and  
private ghost hunts. I’ve always said I would never stay at  
Mansfield overnight, but after seeing it in the daytime, I think I would. As long as 
someone’s nearby to hold my hand! 

Want to learn more? Check out www.ohiostatereformatory.org for more information. 
 

The prison sponsors corporate events, reunions, parties and 
conferences. I don’t know about you, Sisters and Misters, but 
I’m thinking this would be an ideal spot for a SinC event. We 
might consider including the Columbus and Pittsburgh 
chapters. 
 



9 

Join Dr. Sam Thomas at the Twinsburg Public 
Library on Monday, June 29  from 7 p.m. – 8:30 
p.m. for his presentation: Midwives, Murder and 
Witchcraft: Fact and Fiction in Renaissance England. 
This event is part of the 50 Book Challenge 
celebration BUT you do not need to participate to 
attend.  

While Sam was conducting research for his doctoral dissertation at the Borthwick Institute 
for Historical Research, he stumbled on a box of wills from 1685 that would provide him 
with the material and main character for his successful mystery series, the Midwife 
Mysteries.  
 
The series features real-life midwife, Bridget Hodgson, with a fictional twist. His fascination 
with the terms and language used in her will urged him to delve deeper in the life and 
times of Bridget and York, England creating an intriguing story and intimate look into a 
world so removed from our own.  
 

 

I was fortunate enough to nab some of Sam’s time and asked him to answer a few questions for me. 
See the next page for our Q&A.  

Sam Thomas has a PhD in history with a focus on 
Reformation England. He recently leapt from a 
tenure track to a teaching position at a secondary 
school. 

Currently, the series consists 
of three novels and one 
novella, all available for 
purchase through Amazon, 
Barnes and Noble, and other 
select sites listed on his 
website 
www.samthomasbooks.com. 

 

Latest novel in 
the Midwife 
Mystery series. 
Will be 
available for 
sale and 
signing at the 
library event. 
Bring your 
moola!!!  
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PC: What began your interest on Reformation England? 
 
ST: It goes back to Kathleen Noonan, a wonderful teacher I had in college. I loved her classes and took every one 
that I could. She happened to focus on the time period, and so did I! (Also my Latin is terrible, so I couldn't be a 
medievalist.) 
 
PC: Where did you get the idea for your series? 
 
ST: I based my main character Bridget Hodgson (and a few of the minor characters) on real figures from the 
seventeenth century. I talk about the historical Bridget on my website: http://www.samthomasbooks.com. Just 
click on the link "The Historical Bridget Hodgson." 
 
PC: You mention on your website that you are teaching at a secondary school now...what are you 
teaching and how is it going back to work? 
 
ST: Actually, I never quit teaching, but I did move from the college level to the high school level. I teach history 
at University School, an independent boys' school outside Cleveland. It's the best job I've ever head by a long 
shot. 
 
PC: What is your favorite thing about being a writer? 
 
ST: My favorite part of being a writer - which isn't quite what you asked -- is finding out what happened in the 
story. Because I write mysteries I'm more of a plotter than a pantser, but there is still plenty of room to be 
surprised, and those are the best moments.  
 
PC: What is your advice to unpublished writers? 
 
ST: Keep writing and be patient. If nobody is interested in publishing your first book, write another one. 
Writing is a craft that requires years of practice - I wrote professionally for nearly a decade before I started The 
Midwife's Tale, and that first draft still was terrible!  
 
PC: If you could have dinner with three literary figures...one is deceased, one is living and one is 
fictional... Who would they be?  
 
ST: Well, the deceased (obviously?) would be Bridget Hodgson! I've been writing about her for years - how great 
would it be to finally meet her? Living? Gosh, that's harder because there are so many. But I also worry that I 
might not like whomever I meet, and that would ruin the books for me. I'd hate for that to happen. Fictional? 
I'm going to go a little off-menu here, but how about Tyrian Lannister from Game of Thrones? He'd be good 
company, I think. 
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NEOSinC was well represented at the Malice Domestic mystery conference in Bethesda, Maryland, 
the first weekend of May. Our participating authors and their panels were: Gloria Alden, 
"Population 2000: Small Town Sleuths"; Shelley Costa, "You Could Just Die Laughing"; children's 
mystery Agatha nominee Amanda Flower (Isabella Alan), "Kids Love a Mystery"; and Kylie Logan 
(Casey Daniels/Connie Laux), "Bright Lights/Starry Nights: Big City to Small Town Sleuths." 
Going strong since 1989, Malice Domestic is an annual conference saluting the traditional 
mystery—books best typified by the works of Agatha Christie. The event draws about 500 
attendees including, readers, writers, agents, editors and others in the mystery fiction industry. 
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Birthdays 
June 9 – Patricia Cornwell 
June 12 – Tess Gerritsen 

June 13 – Dorothy L. Sayers 
June 22 – Dan Brown 

June 24 – Lawrence Block 

 
 

I feel like 
something’s 
missing… 

Icelandic folklore says if 
you bathe naked in the 

morning dew on the 
morning of June 24, you 
will keep aging at bay 
for a little bit longer. 

June is National Rose 
Month, National Dairy 
Month, African-
American Music 
Month, National Ice 
Tea Month, National 
Candy Month, and 
Carribbean American 
Heritage Month 



Monday, June 8 – 6:30 p.m. 

Mystery Community Events for June 

 
 

• Kathryn Long: July 6 – at the Barberton Library, 6:30 p.m. 
 

• Kathryn Long: July 11 – Learned Owl Bookshop, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
    Book signing and discussion on her latest novel, A Deadly Deed Grows 

 
•Deadly Ink: Aug 7 - 9 in New Brunswick, NJ 

 
•2015 Western Reserve Book Festival: Sept 19 in Hiram, OH,  at The Kennedy Center located on the Hiram college 

campus 
To apply for space at this festival, visit: 

https://hiram.wufoo.com/forms/new-author-application-western-reserve-book/ 
 

•Magna Cum Murder – Oct 30 – Nov 1 in Indianapolis, IN, at The Columbia Club 
 

•Bouchercon 2015 – Oct 8 – Oct 11 in Raleigh, NC 

Mystery Community Events for 2015 

Author Talk with Kathryn Long 
NEOSinC Member: Kathryn Long 

Green Branch Library 
4046 Massillon Rd. 

Uniontown, OH 44685 
For more information visit: 

www.greenbranch.akronlibrary.org or call 330-896-9074 
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“Writing is 
about using the 
full breath of 
your 
imagination. 
Dare to use it. 
Think, believe, 
dream and 
dare.” 
 
~Walt Disney 

Monday, June 29 – 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Midwives, Murder and Witchcraft: 
Fact and Fiction in Renaissance England  
NEOSinC Member: Dr. Sam Thomas 

Twinsburg Public Library 
10050 Ravenna Rd. 

Twinsburg, OH 44087 
Meeting Room 1 

For more information and registration visit:  
www.twinsburglibrary.org or call 330-425-4268 



What’s Everyone Up To? 
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Amanda is celebrating her 5th anniversary as a 
published author this June by donating all her e-
book royalties for her India Hayes Mysteries, Maid 
of Murder and Murder in a Basket, to The Charitable 
Pharmacy of Central Ohio through September 1st. 
Both titles are on sale for $1.99 in Kindle and Nook 
to celebrate. Please visit Amanda's blog for more 
information. 
https://amandaflower.wordpress.com/ 

In MAID OF MURDER, India 
Hayes, a college librarian and 
reluctant bridesmaid, is thrown 
into the role of amateur sleuth as 
she hunts down the person who 
murdered her childhood friend 
and framed her brother for the 
crime. 
 
When bride-to-be Olivia turns 
up dead in the Martin College 
fountain and the evidence points 
to India’s brother Mark, India 
must unmask the real culprit 
while juggling a furious Mother 
of the Bride, an annoying Maid 
of Honor, a set of hippie-
generation parents, a police 
detective who is showing a 
marked liking for her, and a 
provost itching to fire someone, 
anyone—maybe even a smart-
mouthed librarian. 

Amanda Flower 

College librarian India Hayes thought the worst thing 
about the Stripling Founders’ Festival was her pink 
gingham pioneer dress until she discovered the body of a 
free-spirited basket weaver on the festival grounds. The 
basket weaver leaves behind an angry blacksmith husband, 
a confused adopted son, greedy siblings, a dysfunctional 
artists’ co-op, and a labradoodle with a two-million-dollar 
trust in his name.  

Despite the wrath of her college’s 
provost and protests by 
handsome police detective Rick 
Mains, India finds herself 
playing sleuth as well as foster-
owner to the two-million-dollar 
dog. With her own eccentric 
family commenting from the 
sidelines and her Irish-centric 
landlady as volunteer sidekick, 
India must discover the truth 
before she has a permanent 
canine houseguest or ends up 
the next victim in the basket 
weaver’s murder. 
 



What’s Everyone Up To? 
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Kathryn Long Kathryn recently took a trip down to the Florida 
Panhandle to visit Cape San Blas and Port St. Joe, 
the location setting in her novel, A Deadly Deed 
Grows. (Available for purchase on Amazon in 
both paperback and e-book format.) 

Kathryn standing outside of the Sunset Coastal Grill restaurant, one of 
the sites mentioned in her book! 

Mira Stanley has come to Cape San Blas, Florida for one reason—to 
save Claire Peterson, her boss's aunt, from being swindled and losing 
her home. She realizes it will be a challenge to defeat Bradley Lane, the 
unscrupulous land developer, even with her accomplished skills as a 
lawyer. However, another element adds itself to the equation when 
Mira meets the attractive Sean Thorndale. The chemistry between 
them leaves Mira confused and frightened. Sean Thorndale has always 
been confident and driven with one personal agenda. And it promises 
to be dangerous. Even if he must deceive others by following Bradley 
Lane's orders, he'll do it to get justice for someone close to him. At 
least that's how he feels until he meets Mira Stanley. The attraction 
builds. Is the danger to Sean worth the risk to their relationship? 



What’s Everyone Up To? 

Lily Vega 
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This month, Lily adds two publications to her 
author belt!  

Ian Harding didn't gamble on getting expelled from the poker room for 
defending a gorgeous cocktail waitress. Another loss and he’ll be forced to 
face the past he escaped to Sin City to avoid. But Lady Luck is finally on his 
side when he wins a date arranged by the 1Night Stand dating service. 
Jaded by the men she meets at the casino, Kira Marchi bets on Madame Eve 
to set her up with the right guy to work through her sexual bucket list. When 
her date turns out to be the sexy poker player who came to her rescue in the 
poker room, she can’t wait to get started on that list. 
One night isn’t enough for Ian or Kira, but he has a past to face and she 
doesn’t think a future for them is in the cards. Can he convince her to go all 
in? 

 

What's a lust demon to do? 
All of Xanthe's heart's desires are coming true. She's a bridesmaid in her 
cousin's wedding and in charge of the bachelorette party. Her boyfriend, 
True, is extra limber and up for sex whenever and wherever she wants. 
Everything is just too perfect -- on the surface, anyway. 
She suspects her sexual appetites are taking their toll on True. And the 
wedding festivities just aren't as festive as she imagined. Enter Ray Perry, a 
bad boy with a dark past. He's every bit as dominant as True is submissive, 
but an evil imp with a penchant for porn has a contract out on him. 
When she discovers a vile plot to sabotage the wedding, Xanthe fights to 
save the day and her sexy men -- one of whom holds her heart and the other 
her soul. 
 

Going All In (1 Night Stand series –  
Available on Amazon.com in e-book format) 

Devil in a Blue Dress ( Devil May Care 3 – novella –  
Available on Changelingpress.com in e-book format) 



Watch our newsletter grow! Each month we hope to bring you more and more 
information from the mystery writing world! Things to come include: 
 Member spotlights – Let’s get to know each other! 
 Have you read it? – Book recommendations for your writing and reading needs. 
 Event coverage – Read up on any events you might have missed. 
 Member contributions – Have something you want to share about an 
experience you had? We want to know! 
 
If you have suggestions for articles you’d like to see in the newsletter, email 
paula.corrao@yahoo.com! 

 

Did you 
know…? 

Check It 
Out!!! 

At the height of 
his fame and 

popularity, Wilkie 
Collins – author of 

The Woman in 
White, was the 
highest paid 

writer from the 
Victorian Era. 

Want to share 
your blog or 

website? Send 
an email to 
the editor!  

http://www.writingforward.c
om/writing-tips/12-character-
writing-tips-for-fiction-writers 

 
Need some helpful tips on 
creating your characters? 

Check out this helpful 
website! (Includes a variety of 

topics!) 
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elizabethspanncraig.com/blog/ 
 

Elizabeth Spann Craig, mystery 
writer, shares her knowledge 

and thoughts on writing-related 
topics. 

Coming soon to a newsletter near you!  

Do you have an 
interesting fact or 
random knowledge 
you’d like to share 
with everyone? Tell 
the editor and have 
it included in the 
next newsletter!  

Dear Paula,  
Did you 
know…? 


