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Greetings Sisters, Misters, and Mystery Lovers: 

Over the course of any given month, while I am working on the 
newsletter, I will come across so many things that I want to share. 
So many that I could probably fill up this entire newsletter and still 
not have enough room. And, I often times have to rein myself in. 
So first, let me touch on two things I did in the past month that I 
found really enjoyable.  

The first was the Cleveland Night Market, a great event that a 
local Asian community member put together to help bring a little 
more far eastern culture to our great city.  

During my visits to Taiwan, night markets were one of my favorite 
things. After dark, my family and I would all rally together and hit 
the night markets for some great food and shopping. They sold 
just about everything…including squid on a stick! The best part for 
me was it always felt like a party AND everything was on sale! This 
is where I would hit up my mom with a lot of “Can I get this?” And 
how could she argue, she usually wanted whatever it was too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

So, you can see, I would be thrilled to check out Cleveland’s 
version. And, though obviously smaller than anything overseas, I 
was not disappointed at all. 
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Night Market in Taiwan 

CLE Chinatown 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With no passport required, I got to indulge in a little bit of my 
culture. And, I got to eat some great food along the way too!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a chance, be sure to check this out. Especially if you 
love Asian food. You will not be disappointed. The next one will be 
on July 29th and starts at 5 p.m. For more information, check out: 
http://www.nightmarketcle.com/schedule//night-market-cle-july 

So that was one adventure down, and you better believe, I’ll be 
there next month and the month after! Next up on my list was the 
Power of Poison exhibit with my fellow Sisters in Crime.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, I have to say that this was well done too! 
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Night Market in Cleveland 

Zongzi – sticky rice with pork, 
peanuts and egg – wrapped in 

leaves 



 

There was so much to see I just kept going in circles. Not only was 
there plenty of information on poisoning in nature and throughout 
history, but there were also exhibits on literature and fairytales. 
There were even interactive games where you could solve 
poisoning mysteries on your own!  
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Alice in Wonderland 

Snow White – Post Apple 
Consumption 

Chinese Emperor Qin 
Shihuangdi  



 

It was definitely worth the trip and will be in town until July 24th if 
you’re interested in checking it out. Plus, afterwards you can 
check out some awesome dinosaur bones!  

And, the last thing I wanted to bring up was not somewhere that I 
went but something that I saw and immediately joined. Someone 
posted something somewhere on Facebook, and I had no idea 
what it was but I’ve seen it before. And, if you ask me right now 
what it was…well, I have no clue. BUT!...it led me to an important 
topic: saving cozies. As some of you know (some too well) 
publishing companies, specifically one in general, have decided to 
cut a lot of cozy mystery series. This began taking place several 
months ago and has become a real concern for both writers and 
readers alike. So, someone started an amazing Facebook group 
called “Save Our Cozies.” This might not be news to all of you, but 
it was a pleasant surprise for me. For there, you are amongst 
friends!...readers, writers, pictures of books as far as the eye can 
see. They have it all. And, it looks to be a great place to discuss 
your favorite books or get recommendations for new ones. I know 
I felt better once I saw that Nancy J. Cohen and I both double-
stack our shelves.So if you haven’t joined already, check it out at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/726103940858234/.  

Along this journey, I read a blog posting from a cozy writer 
expressing her concern for the industry. She said something along 
the lines of “don’t boycott the publishing company.” And I think 
that is excellent advice. If anything, speak up and show your 
support for the series you like best, so it stays on those wonderful 
shelves we love to skim at the bookstores and libraries. Writers 
want to write, and readers want to read, and we certainly can’t 
have one without the other! And that’s my soapbox speech for this 
month.  

 

Aside from all that, my dear friends, I’m happy to say…(and 
relieved)…that I have completed the first draft of my first book in 
the Number One Noodle Shop mysteries. What a feeling it was to 
type that last word. There were moments I wasn’t sure I could do 
it and I contemplated running away to Mexico and hiding where no 
one could find me. Especially when I only had nine chapters left to 
write and decided to make a major plot change! That brought on a 
serious case of donuts! But, I made it through and now…now 
comes the fun part…editing. Right…so is anybody else up for 
happy hour?  

But, in all seriousness, I love it. The process of writing a novel is 
one that is filled with so many emotions…and when it’s 
done…when you look at the final copy, I imagine that will be the 
biggest reward of all. So, I will take all the pacing, and the 
doubting, and donut upon donut. And frankly, I wouldn’t have it 
any other way. Especially the donut part. 

Until next time…Happy Writing!...and Reading!  
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Learn about Lock-Picking 
Tuesday, July 12, 7:00 p.m.  
Twinsburg Public Library 
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July Event 

Special Guest: Doug Hiwiller, Cleveland Locksport 

Doug Hiwiller is one of the principal organizers of the Cleveland Locksport 
group.  Cleveland Locksport is a TOOOL (The Open Organization Of Lockpickers) chapter 
whose mission is to advance the general public knowledge about locks and lockpicking. By 
examining locks, safes, and other such hardware and by publicly discussing our findings 
TOOOL hopes to strip away the mystery with which so many of these products are imbued. 
 
Doug currently works for a large financial organization where he leads the Red Team 
program under the penetration testing group.  Doug has over 2 decades of experience in IT, 
with more than 10 years working in security and penetration testing.  He has served on the 
board of the Northeast Ohio Information Security Forum (NEOISF.org) since 2012.  Most 
recently, Doug was a Principal Security Consultant for Cleveland-based TrustedSec LLC and 
prior to that, worked for a U.S. Government agency on their penetration testing team. 

Stone Garden Farm 
Richfield, Ohio ~ Sunday, August 21 

Hosted by NEOSinC Member D. M. Pulley 
Author of The Dead Key and The Buried Book 

http://www.ohiofarmmuseum.com/).  
Come and tour Stone Garden Farm (This family-run historic farm and village provided 
the hands-on experiences that helped inspire my new novel, The Buried Book. 
Homemade snacks and lemonade will be provided along with a free signed copy of the 
book! Bring farm-ready walking shoes. Children are welcome. Parking is limited. 
Watch for more information in August. 
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What’s Everyone Up To? 

Gloria Alden 
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In June, Gloria Alden’s, Blood Red Poinsettias was 
released. It is the 7th book in the Catherine Jewell 
botanist/nursery owner mystery series set in 
northeast Ohio. 
 
Christmas is fast approaching with all the trappings, 
and love is in the air. Portage Falls Police Chief John 
MacDougal’s mother and fiancé get married and two 
other couples pledge their love. However, the holiday 
season is dampened when someone is murdered. John 
has to find the murderer and although he doesn't want 
Catherine involved, she can't quite help herself. from 
getting involved. 

Your Name Here 

Insert flattering image 
or book cover here. 

Your awesomeness 
here ~ book deals, 

releases, awards, etc. 

Do you have a book coming out? Won an award recently? Have exciting news 
to share with other writers and fans?  Email paula.corrao@yahoo.com today! 



What’s Everyone Up To? 
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Mary Ellis 

The next in the Secrets of the South Mysteries, Magnolia 
Moonlight, releases on August 1. 
  
After being jilted by his fiancée, Michael Preston, a former CPA, 
pursues a new job as a private investigator specializing in 
forensic accounting.  And what better place to work than the new 
office of Price Investigations in Natchez, Mississippi? 
Unfortunately, Michael’s partner, Elizabeth Kirby—a crack shot 
ex-cop with a past she wants to escape—resents having to work 
with someone whose only surveillance experience comes from 
television and video games. 
 
Their boss and his wife, Nate and Isabelle, are two insanely busy 
newlyweds who are forced by their friends to finally take their 
honeymoon. However, their romantic trip turns into an 
investigation when they bump into Izzy’s ex-husband, Craig, 
who seems to have taken up his gambling addiction once again. 
In an attempt to save Craig, Izzy discovers her ex doesn’t hold all 
the cards. Back in Mississippi, Michael and Elizabeth are left to 
take on their first case without Nate’s oversight when a preacher 
allegedly commits suicide. His widow suspects foul play, but 
things look grim when Michael discovers the Reverend may have 
been stealing from his congregation. 

Midnight on the Mississippi, first in the Secrets of the South 
Mysteries, has been nominated for a Daphne du Maurier 
Awards for Excellence in Mystery/Suspense in the 
Inspirational category. Kiss of Death is the Mystery/Suspense 
chapter of Romance Writers of America. Winners will be 
announced at RWA National in San Diego in July.  
 



What’s Everyone Up To? 

D.M. Pulley 
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D.M. Pulley’s novel, The Buried Book, will be available 

August 23.  

 
When Althea Leary abandons her nine-year-old son, Jasper, he’s 
left on his uncle’s farm with nothing but a change of clothes and 
a Bible. 
 
It’s 1952, and Jasper isn’t allowed to ask questions or make a 
fuss. He’s lucky to even have a home and must keep his mouth 
shut and his ears open to stay in his uncle’s good graces. No one 
knows where his mother went or whether she’s coming back. 
Desperate to see her again, he must take matters into his own 
hands. From the farm, he embarks on a treacherous search that 
will take him to the squalid hideaways of Detroit and back again, 
through tawdry taverns, peep shows, and gambling houses. 
As he’s drawn deeper into an adult world of corruption, scandal, 
and murder, Jasper uncovers the shocking past still chasing his 
mother—and now it’s chasing him too. 
 
 
Beachwood Public Library will be hosting a book launch 
event for The Buried Book at 7 p.m. on August 23. 
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July 1 – Lisa Scottoline 
July 8 – Otto Penzler  
July 12 – Donald Westlake 
July 15 – Clive Cussler 
July 21 – Michael Connelly 
July 23 – Raymond Chandler 

July 31, 1930 
 

The mystery-themed radio program, The 
Shadow, aired for the first time. 

Birthdays: 

 
The Star Spangled Banner was written by Francis Scott 

Key and was originally a poem stemming from his 
observations in 1814 concerning the British attack on 

Baltimore's Fort McHenry during the War of 1812. It was 
later put to music, though not decreed the official 

national anthem until 1931. 
 
 

The Chinese used firecrackers to scare off mountain men.  
As early as 200 B.C., the Chinese were writing on green bamboo 
stalks and heating the stalks on coals to dry. Sometimes if left too 
long over the heat, the wood expanded and even burst, with a 
bang of course. According to Scientific American, Chinese scholars 
noticed that the noises effectively scared off abnormally large 
mountain men. And, thus, the firecracker was born. By some 
accounts, fireworks were also thought to scare away evil spirits. 
 
Read more: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/14-
fun-facts-about-fireworks-180951957/#2YEOMTySJ6MSh25x.99 
Give the gift of Smithsonian magazine for only $12! 
http://bit.ly/1cGUiGv 

July 

July is: 
 

National Ice Cream Month, 
National Blueberry Month, 
National Picnic Month, and 

National Pickle Month 
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Who’s Who and What’s Where 

https://www.facebook.com/NEOSinC 

https://www.pinterest.com/NEOSinC 

Check out our website! 

http://neosinc.org/wordpress/  

“Always go with your 
passions. Never ask if it’s 

realistic or not.” 

~ Deepak Chopra 
Author of The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success 

Want to share your blog 
or website? Send an 
email to the editor!  

paula.corrao@yahoo.com 

Otto Penzler appeared in two 
mystery novels. The first, The 

Burglar Who Smelled Smoke, was 
written by Lawrence Block and 

featured Penzler  in his bookstore, 
The Mysterious Bookshop. The 
second was written by Elmore 

Leonard and titled, Up in Honey’s 
Room. The book has a World War 

II German soldier in it named 
Otto Penzler 

Check It 
Out! 

Did you 
know…? 

President – Irma Baker 

Vice President – Jane Turzillo 

Treasurer – Kim Hammond 

Secretary – Open 

Library Liaison – Cari Dubiel 

Newsletter Editor – Paula Corrao 

Program Chair – Donna Feldman 

Members-at-Large - Shelley Bloomfield, 

Lisa Kaplan 

 



Chapter Business 
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We Need 
You!  

Open Offices...The office of Secretary is open. We also need a 
Publicity Chair. Currently the board is handling these offices 
as needed but we want to hear from any members interested in 
taking on these roles. We promise it won't take over your life. 

Meeting Dates/Flexible Scheduling...Our meetings are tentatively 
booked for the second Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. generally at the 
Twinsburg Library but we adjust the date, time and place based on 
availability of speakers and opportunity for special events.  For instance, 
this summer we’re panning a field trip to “The Power of Poison” exhibit 
at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. That  event will most likely 
be scheduled on a weekend. Always check the most current newsletter or 
the website and watch for email meeting notices.  

When Do 
We Meet?  

Meeting Locations…This year we're looking at quarterly 
scheduling that would set two meetings at the Twinsburg Library 
and a third meeting at a different location. We're open to 
suggestions for off-site meetings or events for third and fourth quarter. 
Would you like to host a meeting at your local library or another location 
or do you have a suggestion for an event or field trip? Let us know!  

Where 
Do We 
Meet? 

What’s 
Our 
Focus?  

Meeting Topics… We're continuing our theme of "Getting It Right" by 
scheduling speakers professionally involved in crime detection/prevention, 
whose expertise can help us get our mystery writing right. We also want to 
cover craft-related issues and offer opportunities to get together to share 
experiences and learn from each other. Our May meeting  with the Haunted 
Housewives, June’s Power of Poison exhibit and this month’s lockpicking 
presentation expand our knowledge to enhance our writing . 


